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By moving city government to the Round and upgrading the current site
for police operations, the city can move forward on a fiscally prudent path

| he city of Beaver-
ton has an oppor-
tunity to solve at
least two prob-
lems as it considers options
for creating a suitable home
for its police department.

The City Council, which
is nearing a decision, has

considered a variety of pro-
posals involving four sites:
the current Griffith Drive
home of city government
and primary public safety
operations, a site near the
Beaverton iibrary, the for-
mer Westgate Theater site,
and the former Coldwell
Banker office building at  sonce to house city government.
the Round. The Coldwell
-Barnker building would be
used only for city seivices, not for police.

Group MacKenzie analyzed nine options involving these
sites, but this should not be a complicaied decision. City gov-
ernment should raove to the building at the Round, which the
city boughtin April. The current Griffith Drive building, which
needs to be upgraded to meet seisimic safety standards, should
be torn down and replaced with a new public safety buﬂdmg
+— a chedper option than renovation.

" TheGriffith/Round combination, supportedbyMayorDemy
Daoyle, would cost between $42.3 million and $47.3 million,

. according fo MacKenzie, The next most affordable opdan, at
$48.7 million to $53.9 million, is to build a new public safety
building at the Westgate site and leave other operations in the
current building,

Coittaining costs has to be the top prierity, given the sizain
city and househeld budgets are under. But the Griffith/Round
opticn also has the advantage of being the best one regardless
of cost. Tt provides appropriate homes for city government and
the police deparimnent while also improving the chances of mak-
ing the Round a city asset instead of a liability.

The Round has been beaten into a black-and-biue eyesore by
failed aitempts to make it an urban oasis in the middie of sub-
urban Beaverton. Since April, the ¢liy and Portland-based Scan-
lanKemperBard Cos. have charted a more praciical approach.

“Our whole intent when we bought the property ... was to
maxe the property look like it was finished,” said Todd Gooding,
president of SKB, a Pordand real estate equity fiim that bought

The former Coldwell Banker office building at the Round in Beaverton makes

three buildings and adja-

“cent property at the Round
for $13.25 million when the
city made its purchase.

. You can't get much more
practical than that. In the
short term, SKB plans to
add parling and try to atiract
more quality restaurants to
the site. The workers who
would follow the city to the
site would help that mod-
estplan to work and reserve
thehope formore ambitious
improvements later.

Ithere’s any other tempi-
ing opiion, it's to do nothing
because of the price tag to
taxpayers, whe also could
be asked to suppori some
type oflevyto help the Bea-

“verton Schoel District. Bt city leaders are not asking taxpayers

to finance some monument ic idealism like the proposed Sus-
tainability Center in Portland — or seme of the previous efforts
at the Round, for that matter,

The police depatrtment, which has some ﬁmctmns at other
sites, outgrew this horne long ago. In fact, when ihe city moved
to the building in 1986, it considered the site to be temporary.
Today, the Griffith Drive operations, including municipal count,
are mote crowded than holding cells on New Year's Eve. And it’s
abasic civic responsibility to have a jail and emergency manage-
ment officeslocated in a building that will suzvive an earthquake.

The city, which could seek a bond measure as soon as May,
has little cheice other than to create more space in the most
cost-effective manner possible. has litde choice other than o
create more space in the most cost-effective manner possible. It
also should move forward with efforts at the Round and West-
gate that could help those properties produce more revenue,

In fact, the strongest argument against moving the police to
the Wesigate property, co-owned with Meiro, is that the land
has more valuahle uses. The site near the Iibrary never should
have been considered. It includes a popular park and the site
of the Beaverton Farmers Market, and alveady is one of the
mostvibrant areas in Beaverton. The avea mose likelywould be
hanmed than helped by the arrival of police and city operations.

The timing could be better, but this looks ke a necessary
mvestmentt that should pay off in the long teim through im-
proved services and a more vibrant enviropment at the Round,




